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October 20, 1922. 2646 

TERM "INJURY" IN OHIO WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION LAW 

CONSTRUED. 

The Supreme Court of Ohio has decided ' that the term "injury" 
in the Workmen's Compensation Law does not include diseases con- 
tracted in the course of employment, and accordingly holds that 
death from typhoid fever is not compensable. The question of the 
compensability of occupational diseases was not involved in the case. 
The following is a portion of the court's opinion: 

* * * But in view of the constitutional interpretation, in view of the fact that 
during the eight years that the compulsory compensation law has been in force, the 
industrial commission has given the term "injury " an interpretation which excludes 
diseases which are contracted as distinguished from diseases which are occasioned by 
or follow as a result of some physical injury, and in view of the fact that to interpret 
the term "injury" as including diseases generally would enlarge the scope of disa- 
bilities compensable to such an extent as to either bankrupt the fund or require a 
complete readjustment of premiums upward, we hold that, if the scope of cases com- 
pensable is to be extended, it should be done by unambiguous legislative enactment 
rather than by judicial construction. For it must be recognized that if the term 
"injury" is to be construed to include typhoid fever contracted in the course of em- 
ployment, it may as well include influenza, pneumonia, tuberculosis, smallpox, 
ordinary colds, rheumatism, and practically every disease which may be contracted 
by workmen in the course of employment, and the workmen's compensation depart- 
ment will become a health and life insurance department for workmen, compulsorily 
supported by employers, and the constitutionality of the whole scheme be endangered. 

DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED OCTOBER 7, 1922. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended October 7, 1922, and corresponding week 1921. {From the Weekly Health 
Index, October 10, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 

Oct. 7, 1922. week, 1921. 

Policies in force 48, 834, 171 47, 794, 871 

Number of death claims 7,161 7,305 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 7. 6 8. 

i Industrial Commission v. Cross et al., 136 N. E. 283. (This case reverses the judgment of the Ohio 
Court of Appeals in the case of the Industrial Commission of Ohio v. Cross et al., an abstract of which was 
published in the Public Health Reports of Nov. 11, 1921, pp. 2770-2771.) 



